ABSTRACT. Ancistrocladus sagittatus Wall. ex Planch. (Ancistrocladaceae) is the name of a plant species solely based on a sterile collection made by Nathaniel Wallich in Singapore in 1822. Since 1875, this name has been treated as a variety or synonym of Tetramerista glabra Miq. (Tetrameristaceae). However, the original material is actually referable to Tristaniopsis (Myrtaceae), and Ancistrocladus sagittatus is here lectotypified and reported as a synonym of Tristaniopsis merguensis (Griff.) Peter G.Wilson & J.T.Waterh. for the first time. The new determination of the Wallich collection means that the record of Tetramerista glabra in the native flora of Singapore requires reassessment. It is concluded that Tetramerista glabra, the genus Tetramerista and the family Tetrameristaceae should all be excluded from inventories of the native flora of Singapore.
Introduction
Nathaniel Wallich (1786 Wallich ( -1854 was a Danish surgeon who studied botany in Copenhagen. In 1807, he arrived at Serampore in India to work as a medical doctor. By 1814 he had officially joined the British East India Company, still working in the medical service, and in 1815 he was appointed Superintendent of the Botanic Garden in Calcutta. Wallich undertook various expeditions to collect specimens. This included a trip from Calcutta to Penang and Singapore in 1822. Of the many collections made by Wallich and his assistants on this trip, one from Singapore, of apparently only sterile material, was named Ancistrocladus sagittatus by Wallich. The name was included as number 1055 in Wallich's monumental listing of the East India Company Herbarium known as the Numerical List (Wallich, 1828 (Wallich, -1849 (Steenis, 1948; Gereau, 1997; Taylor et al., 2005) and Tetramerista (Lim, 2010) .
The online catalogue of the Kew Herbarium made it easy to discover that the recent determinations of the Wallich specimen in the general herbarium were under the myrtaceous genus Tristaniopsis (formerly Tristania) rather than Tetramerista. The two genera bear superficially similar foliage. However, Tetramerista lacks a clear intramarginal nerve (Keng, 1989) , which is evident in the Wallich specimens at Kew, leading me to agree with the placement in Tristaniopsis. Following the treatment of Tristaniopsis by Ashton (2005 Ashton ( , 2011 As well as dealing with the correct placement of the name Ancistrocladus sagittatus, this finding also brings into question the occurrence of Tetramerista glabra in Singapore. The species has been listed in the Singapore flora (Ridley, 1900; Keng, 1990) based solely on the Wallich record which we now know to be an error of identification. The work of Corner (1978) on the swamp forests of Johore and Singapore supports the absence of Tetramerista glabra from Singapore. He found the species in the true peat swamp relict at Pontian in Johore, but not in the freshwater swamps in the Sedili forests of Johore or Singapore. I therefore consider that there is no record of Tetramerista glabra from Singapore and the species, genus and family all have to be removed from listings of the native flora until evidence to the contrary is forthcoming.
